THREE  MASTER 

Livestock  Breeder 
Farms  960  Acres 
In  Tofield  District 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mel  Wood 


A  purebred  Hereford  Breeder  of  the  Tofield 
district  southeast  of  Edmonton,  Mel  Wood,  is  one 
of  three  1958  Master  Farm  Family  award  winners. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  Tofield  in  1904,  the 
youngest  boy  of  a  family  of  twelve.  He  attended 
Lakeshore  rural  school.  When  his  father  died  in 
1928,  the  Master  Farmer-to-be  gave  up  a  prom- 
ising boxing  career  to  return  to  the  farm. 

In  1936  he  married  an  attractive  teacher, 
Ethyl  Baines.  The  Woods  have  a  family  of  two, 
Donald,  15  years  of  age  and  Margaret,  13. 

Mr.  Wood  first  took  an  interest  in  stock  raising 
in  1942.  The  "Melwood  Farm"  now  has  a  herd 
of  171  purebred  Herefords,  built  around  two 
original  females  purchased  in  1942.  Tamworth 
hogs  are  also  raised.  Two  hundred  Leghorn  laying 
hens  and  six  milch  cows  are  kept. 

The  Wood  farm  takes  in  960  acres  of  which 
830  are  under  cultivation.  A  seven  year  grass-grain 
rotation  program  is  followed.  Some  400  acres  are 
seeded  down  to  pasture  and  hay.  Registered 
Thatcher  wheat  is  grown  on  100  acres  and  300 
acres  are  devoted  to  the  growing  of  registered 
Rodney  oats.  One  hundred  acres  is  in  summer- 
fallow,  with  300  acres  of  forage  and  pasture.  A 
windbreak  takes  up  30  acres. 

The  fully  modern  Melwood  farm  enjoys  high- 
line  electricity.  There  are  28  buildings  on  the 
farmstead,  including  the  modern  seven-room 
home. 

Mr.  Wood  has  been  very  active  in  communitv 
affairs.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Tofield 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


FARM  FAMILIES 

Fine  Dairy  Herd 
Is  Prime  Interest 
of  Master  Farmer 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Jesperson 


An  Alberta  pioneer  dairy  farmer,  Andrew 
Jesperson  of  Stonv  Plain,  is  one  of  the  three  1958 
winners  of  the  Master  Farm  Family  award. 

Mr.  Jesperson  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1877 
and  immigrated  to  the  United  States  with  other 
members  of  his  family  in  1893.  He  worked  as  a 
farm-hand  in  South  Dakota  for  six  years,  and 
then  went  into  a  farming  partnership  with  a 
brother. 

In  1903,  two  years  after  his  marriage  to  Annie 
Wolfe,  the  young  farmer  decided  to  strike  out 
for  himself  in  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesperson 
homesteaded  in  the  Stonv  Plain  district. 

The  new  settlers  brought  two  carloads  of 
effects  with  them,  making  the  journev  by  rail- 
road to  Strathcona,  now  part  of  Edmonton. 
Among  their  effects  were  twelve  head  of  cattle 
and  four  horses. 

The  people  of  Denmark  have  long  been  known 
for  their  dairying  prowess,  and  production  of 
excellent  dairy  products.  Mr.  Jesperson  applied 
the  knowledge  he  gained  as  a  child  to  his  farm- 
ing operations  in  Canada  and  soon  his  products 
became  well  known  and  in  demand  in  Edmonton. 

The  dairy  business  on  the  Jesperson  farm  is 
now  restricted  to  the  production  of  milk.  Oper- 
ations are  supervised  by  the  family's  youngest  son, 
Ralph.  The  Master  Farm  Familv  owns  a  herd  of 
70  Holsteins  with  the  milking  herd  averaging  40 
throughout  the  year.  Annual  milk  production  aver- 
ages 10,740  pounds  per  cow  while  average 
annual  butterfat  production  is  325.2  pounds  per 
cow. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


NAMED  THIS  YEAR 

Diversified  Farm 
Practises  Protect 
Annual  Income 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  McCulloch 


A  strong  conviction  that  a  diversified  farm 
operation  is  the  best  insurance  for  Alberta 
farmers  has  brought  success  and  province-wide 
recognition  to  the  James  McCulloch  family  of 
the  Didsbury  district,  a  1958  Master  Farmer. 

Mr.  McCulloch  was  born  in  Montana  in  1902 
and  moved  to  Alberta  with  his  parents  in  1905. 
In  1929  he  married  a  neighboring  school  mate, 
Mary  Richardson. 

It  was  during  the  difficult  "30s"  that  Mr. 
McCulloch  decided  that  a  farmer's  security  lay 
in  diversification.  Working  on  this  principle,  he 
has  been  able  to  build  his  holdings  up  to  Master 
Farm  standards. 

Midway  Farms  operate  2Vi  sections  of  land. 
There  are  1,245  acres  under  cultivation  of  which 
some  800  acres  are  seeded.  There  are  130  head  of 
Hereford  cattle,  200  hogs,  20  sheep,  six  milch 
cows  and  a  number  of  chickens. 

Rotation  program  followed  depends  largely 
on  the  conditions  of  land,  weather,  type  of  crop 
and  previous  yields.  Ordinarily,  two  crop  vears 
are  followed  by  one  year  of  summerfallow.  Major 
crop  grown  is  barlev  with  about  500  acres  seeded 
to  Olli.  One  hundred  acres  is  devoted  to  Rodnev 
and  a  new  hull-less  oats,  Torch.  New  registered 
seed  is  purchased  every  four  years. 

Mr.  ahd  Mrs.  McCulloch  have  a  family  of 
four.  A  son,  Arnold  who  works  with  his  father, 
and  a  daughter,  Lora,  are  married,  Annie,  16, 
is  attending  school  and  living  at  home,  while 
Lila,  24  is  employed  at  Jasper. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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WITHIN  OUE 


FIRST  ALBERTA  BIRD 


CANADA  GOOSE 

It  is  said  that  Canada  geese  mate  for  life.  Certainly  they  are  exemplary 
parents.  Both  gander  and  goose  guard  the  nest  jealously,  striking  blows 
with  the  bend  of  their  wings  to  drive  off  marauders.  They  accompany 
the  young  constantly  as  they  grow;  very  likely  family  groups  migrate 
together.  Flying  in  great  wedges  high  in  the  sky,  Canada  geese  migrate 
southward  in  October  and  return  early  in  April.  Even  the  most  stolid  soul 
must  tlirill  to  the  call  of  north-bound  geese,  full  of  promise  that  a  new 
green  world  is  soon  to  be  born.  Wildfowlers  prize  the  Canada  goose  above 
all  waterfowl.  Taking  advantage  of  their  regular  feeding  habits,  goose 
hunters  cramp  themselves  into  tiny  pits  and  try  to  lure  these  large  gray 
geese  within  gunshot  range.  More  often  than  not  the  geese  win  the  ensuing 
battle  of  patience  and  wits.  Whoever  coined  the  phrase  'silly  goose'  did 
not  know  the  Canada  goose. 


BLACK-CAPPED  CHICKADEE 


Everyone  knows  the  black-capped  chickadee  and  if  a  popularity  poll  were 
taken,  he  would  win  hands  down.  His  cheerful  disposition,  especially 
noticeable  during  the  rigours  of  winter,  endears  him  to  country  and 
city  dwellers  alike.  He's  a  busy-body,  yes,  but  in  such  a  friendly,  sociable 
sort  of  way  that  no  one  could  object.  He  peers  into  your  eyes  from  a 
branch  a  few  feet  away  and,  if  you  stand  still,  he  may  alight  on  your 
head  or  shoulder  for  a  closer  inspection.  In  this  photograph  taken  with  a 
flash  exposure  of  only  one  five-thousandth  of  a  second,  Professor  Hampson 
has  caught  a  black-capped  chickadee  alighting  on  the  hand  of  Mr.  George 
Pegg  of  Glenevis  for  a  proferred  hand-out.. 


CALIFORNIA  GULL 
The  California  gull  is  a  large  gull  quite  similar  in  appearance  to  other 
species  of  white-headed  gulls  which  occur  in  Alberta.  All  of  these  are 
popularly  known  as  'sea-gulls'.  The  best  identification  mark  of  the 
California  gull,  quite  easily  seen  in  this  photograph,  is  the  red  spot 
behind  a  black  spot  on  the  beak.  California  gulls  are  the  first  gulls  to 
return  to  Alberta  in  the  spring.  At  this  time  they  are  often  seen  picking 
at  gophers  killed  on  the  roads  or  looking  for  grain,  insects  and  mice  in 
the  fields.  Later  on  they  may  follow  the  plough  with  the  smaller  black- 
headed  Franklin's  gulls  or  visit  city  nuisance-grounds  to  feed  on  refuse. 
Large  colonies  of  California  gulls  and  ring-billed  gulls  nest  together  at 
a  number  of  Alberta  lakes. 


BOOK,  ILLUSTRATED  IN 

Govern'^'^'^t  Aid  Keeps  Bi 

Naturalists,  bird  club  members  and  expert  ornithologists 
of  Alberta  have  joined  in  making  available  information  on  birds  of 
the  province  to  W.  R.  Salt  and  A.  L.  Wilk,  authors  of  the  unique 
"Birds  of  Alberta".  The  volume,  rich  in  colored  illustrations,  is  being 
published  by  the  Alberta  Department  of  Economic  Affairs  through 
the  Queen's  Printer  of  Alberta  to  maintain  the  retail  price  level  of 
five  dollars.  The  book  is  eagerly  awaited  by  school  teachers, 
naturalists,  and  Albertans  in  all  walks  of  life.  It  will  be  on  sale 
next  month. 

Shown  on  this  page  are  some  of  the  233  full  color  pictures 
that  are  found  in  the  volume.  Each  is  accompanied  by  a  full  page 
of  information  about  the  identifying  features  of  the  bird,  its  living 
habits  and  other  pertinent  data.  There  are  as  well,  80  black  and 
white  drawings  for  which  color  illustrations  were  not  available. 

Much  of  the  work  on  the  volume  was  done  by  Professor  Salt 
of  the  University  of  Alberta,  who  is  considered  the  senior 
ornithologist  in  Alberta.  Photographers  throughout  the  province 
have  made  available  to  him  their  files  of  color  photographs. 
Hundreds  of  them  were  studied  to  make  sure  they  properly 
illustrated  the  characteristic  features  of  each  bird  to  permit  its  easy 
recognition  by  the  layman.  Where  photographs  were  not  available, 
paintings  were  used,  many  from  the  National  Museum  of  Canada, 


CHIPPING  SPARROW 


In  the  mountains  and  the  parklands,  and  in  the  wooded  areas  of  northern 
Alberta,  the  chipping  sparrow  is  one  of  our  commonest  sparrows  during 
the  nesting  season,-  but  in  southern  Alberta  it  is  found  nesting  only  in 
some  of  the  most  heavily  wooded  coulees  and  river  valleys.  On  migration 
chipping  sparrows  occur  throughout  the  province.  Chipping  sparrows  often 
nest  in  ornamental  shrubs  or  small  trees  in  cities,  raising  their  broods 
within  a  few  feet  of  a  house.  The  nest  is  always  lined  with  hair;  the 
eggs  are  blue  with  brown  spots.  From  them  hatch  small  naked  young 
which  grow  into  dull-brown  streaked  birds  lacking  the  brown  cap  and 
the  pale  breast  of  their  parents.  These  are  acquired  after  a  moult  which 
takes  place  while  they  are  spending  the  winter  in  the  southern  States. 


C.  HAMPSON 


BORDERS 
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FULL  COLOR,  BEING  PUBLISHED  IN  PROVINCE 


look  Within  Reacli  of  All 

and  others  by  Alberta  artists,  including 
Professor  Salt  himself. 

So  intensive  was  the  research  that 
went  into  the  book  that  two  new  species 
of  birds  occurring  in  Alberta  were  dis- 
covered, to  bring  the  provincial  total  to 
317. 

The  book  was  first  proposed  in 
1949.  Actual  work  was  started  about  five 
years  ago  and  for  the  past  two  years 
intensive  labor  and  research  have  gone 
into  the  volume.  Much  information  came 
from  the  papers  left  by  Francis  La 
Grange  Farley,  former  ornithologist 
of  Camrose,  to  whom  the  book  is 
dedicated.  The  color  printing  work, 
which  is  outstanding,  was  done  by  an 
Alberta  printing  firm. 

Publication  of  the  book  is  a  non-profit  undertaking  to  promote 
conservation  in  Alberta,  and  distribution  will  be  handled  through 
the  Queen's  Printer,  in  co-operation  with  some  retail  firms. 


Professor   W.    R.  Salt 
examines   the   first  copy 
of  "Birds  of  Alberta." 


WESTERN  TANAGER 


ALLAN  BROOKS 


Most  tanagers  are  colorful  birds  which  live  in  tropical  countries.  Only  one 
species  occurs  in  Alberta.  The  western  tanager  is  a  fairly  common  summer 
resident  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  their  foothills  and  in  the  wooded 
areas  of  the  northern  half  of  the  province.  It  frequents  mixed-wood 
groves  where  poplars  and  conifers  mingle  not  too  densely.  Western  tanagers 
arrive  in  the  Calgary  area  shortly  after  the  middle  of  May;  they  pass 
southward  again  around  the  middle  of  August.  In  the  summer  our 
mountain  parks  are  good  places  to  look  for  this  beautiful  bird.  Watch  for 
him  in  the  crowns  of  the  trees  where  his  bright  colors  blend  surprisingly 
well  with  the  leaves,  and  listen  carefully  to  his  song  for  it  is  easily 
mistaken  for  the  cheerful  chirrup  of  the  robin. 


SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE 


The  sharp-tailed  grouse  is  often  called  a  prairie  chicken,  especially  by 
hunters,  but  that  name  properly  belongs  to  the  pinnated  grouse,  a  bird 
of  similar  size  with  a  short,  square  tail.  The  true  prairie  chicken  is  rarely 
seen  in  Alberta  today.  Sharp-tailed  grouse  are  found  in  neiirly  all  parts 
of  the  province  but  they  like  best  the  parkland  areas  where  open,  grassy 
meadows  are  studded  with  aspen  groves  and  clumps  of  brush.  Each 
spring,  often  before  all  tlie  snow  is  gone,  bands  of  sharp-tails  gather  daily 
at  daybreak  on  grounds  which  have  been  used  by  generations  of  their 
kind.  Here  the  males  boom  and  strut  and  perfonn  a  stiff-legged  dance 
until  the  sun  has  risen.  The  bird  in  the  photograph  has  just  finished  liis 
part  in  the  dance  and  the  little  comb  over  his  eye  is  still  inflated.  The 
chicken  dance  of  the  Indians  is  patterned  after  the  dance  of  the  sharp-tailed 
grouse. 


CLARKE'S  NUTCRACKER 


KAY  HODGES 


To  find  Clarke's  nutcracker  one  must  go  to  the  mountains  or  the  foot- 
hills where  spruce  and  pine  dot  the  slopes  not  too  thickly.  Residents  of 
Banff  know  him  well,  for  he  is  a  conspicuous  fellow  with  his  black  and 
white  wings  and  his  raucous  voice.  Like  the  Canada  jay  he  will  eat  almost 
anything;  uncovered  garbage  cans  in  a  mountain  town  are  an  irresistible 
attraction,  especially  in  winter.  In  the  wilds  his  food  consists  mainly  of 
berries  and  the  seeds  which  he  extracts  from  cones  with  his  strong  beak. 
Clarke's  nutcracker  is  a  close  relative  of  the  jays  and  the  crows;  in  fact 
he  is  often  called  Clarke's  crow. 


GYRFALCON 

Five  species  of  falcons  which  occur  within  our  borders  are  described  and 
illustrated  in  "  Birds  of  Alberta."  The  smallest  is  the  colorful  sparrow 
hawk;  tlie  largest  is  the  gyrfalcon.  Gyrfalcons  nest  in  arctic  regions,  but 
occasionally,  especially  during  the  winter,  they  may  appear  in  Alberta. 
Falcons  are  the  most  spirited  of  the  hawks.  With  a  speed  and  agility  which 
arouses  only  admiration  in  the  true  sportsman  they  swoop  upon  their 
prey  from  a  great  height.  In  early  times  they  were  trained  to  fly  at  game 
for  the  pleasure  of  the  nobles  and  their  ladies.  The  gyrfalcon  was  the 
most  highly  prized  for  this  purpose.  Only  the  female  was  called  a  falcon; 
the  male,  which  is  much  smaller,  was  called  a  tiercel.  The  color  drawing 
is  of  a  -gyrfalcon  which  was  captured  in  Greenland,  trained  by  an 
American  falconer,  and  brought  to  southern  Alberta  to  hunt  on  the 
prairies.  Her  name  was  Kikavik.  Despite  her  ferocious  appearance  she  had 
a  friendly  disposition  and  was  as  playful  as  a  kitten. 
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WITHIN   OUR  BORDERS 


THREE  MASTER  FARM  FAMILIES -continued 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mel  Wood 

Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Community  League, 
and  was  first  president  of  the  Tofield  Cattle 
Breeders'  Association.  He  was  president  of  the 
Blackfoot  Grazing  association  for  five  years  and  is 
a  member  of  numerous  Hereford  breeders  associ- 
ations, and  the  Western  Stock  Growers  Associ- 
ation. He  was  among  those  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing rural  electrification  to  the  district. 

A  firm  believer  in  4-H  activities,  the  Master 
Farmer  is  a  member  of  the  adult  4-H  committee. 

Mrs.  Wood  is  president  of  the  United  Church 
Women's  Association  and  has  been  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  for  many  years.  She  is  also  an 
active  worker  during  Canadian  Red  Cross  and 
Cancer  Society  campaigns.  She  served  three  years 
as  chairman  of  the  local  school  board. 

Both  children  have  high  scholastic  standings 
and  take  a  keen  interest  in  4-H  work.  Donald  is 
president  of  the  4-H  swine  club,  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  4-H  beef  club.  Margaret  is  a  first 
year  member  of  the  beef  club. 

(laiis  Jump  As  Tests 
Show  lew  Ore  Areas 

Novice  and  veteran  prospectors  are  active 
in  the  search  for  metallic  minerals  in  Alberta. 
A  total  of  258  quartz  claims  were  recorded  in 
the  province  from  April  1  to  September  30  of  this 
year.  In  the  entire  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 
1957,  only  37  claims  were  recorded  in  Alberta. 

The  current  upsurge  in  claims  recording  is 
attributed  mainly  to  a  recent  report  of  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  outlining  significant  showings 
of  uranium  and  molybdenite  in  an  area  north  of 
Lake  Athabasca.  Several  dozen  claims  also  have 
been  staked  in  an  area  some  40  miles  north  of 
McMurray  where  a  petroleum  well  drilled  some 
50  years  ago  reportedly  disclosed  significant 
underground  deposits  of  gold. 

Few  provincially  imposed  regulations  stand 
Jn  the  way  of  prospectors  in  Alberta.  Any  person 
18  years  of  age  or  over  may  stake  claims  on 
practically  all  unoccupied  land  where  minerals 
are  owned  by  the  province.  No  prospectors  license 
is  required.  Quartz  claims  cover  all  deposits  of 
gold,  silver  and  other  naturally  occurring  min- 
erals. Salt,  sulphur,  coal,  petroleum,  natural  gas, 
bituminous  sands  and  shales,  are  not  included. 
Industrial  minerals  such  as  limestone,  marble, 
clay,  gypsum,  building  stone,  earth,  ash,  marl, 
sand  and  gravel  also  are  excluded. 

Placer  claims  are  filed  on  gold,  silver,  or 
other  precious  minerals  or  stones  deposited 
through  alluvial  action.  They  are  distinct  from 
quartz  claims  and  are  covered  under  separate 
regulations. 

Quartz  claims  must  be  registered  in  person 
in  the  office  of  mining  recorders  in  Edmonton  or 
Calgary  within  15  days  of  staking.  According  to 
distance  of  claim  from  recording  office,  the  time 
limit  is  extended  progressively.  A  locator  may, 
in  any  one  year,  stake  and  record  15  quartz  claims 
for  himself  and  three  for  each  of  two  persons, 
pursuant  to  power  of  attorney.  Claim  possession 
is  renewable  from  year  to  year  if  the  holder 
annually  performs  development  work  to  the  value 
of  at  least  $150  or  pays  this  minimum  sum  in 
lieu  of  work.  Failing  these  conditions  the  claim  is 
cancelled  after  one  year. 

Two-post  staking  is  required  in  Alberta. 
Maximum  claim  size  for  quartz  is  set  at  1,500  feet 
in  both  lehgth  and  width.  Posts  must  bear  a 
number,  name  of  claim,  month,  day  and  year 
the  claim  was  staked,  name  of  staker,  and  distance 
in  feet  to  the  right  or  left  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  claim. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  nearly  all  prospectors' 
claims  in  Alberta  have  fallen  to  cancellation  after 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Jesperson 

The  Jespersons  farm  three  quarter  sections  of 
land.  About  220  acres  are  devoted  to  forage  and 
pasture  and  almost  the  same  amount  is  sown 
annually  to  grain  crops— oats  and  barley.  Some 
70  percent  of  oats  grown  is  consumed  in  farm 
operations  with  the  balance  and  most  of  the  bar- 
ley sold  commercially  as  registered  seed.  Eagle 
and  Rodney  oats  are  grown  while  barley  is  of 
the  Gateway  variety. 

Mr.  lesperson  has  been  very  active  in  com- 
munity affairs  throughout  most  of  his  55  years  in 
the  Stonv  Plain  district.  He  served  for  three  years 
as  councillor  of  the  L.I.D.  and  14  years  on  the 
municipal  district  council.  For  more  than  40  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  local  school  board.  He 
has  also  served  on  the  district  mutual  telephone 
committee  and  rural  electrification  board  and 
organized  the  first  Baptist  church  in  the  district. 

Mrs.  lesperson  has  also  been  active  in 
church  circles.  She  taught  Sunday  School  for 
many  years  and  was  president  of  the  Ladies'  Aid 
for  a  number  of  terms.  She  has  also  been  active  in 
Red  Cross  work. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  McCulloch 

The  McCulloch  farmstead  is  graced  by  two 
modern  homes,  one  occupied  by  the  senior  familv, 
and  a  recently  completed  residence  bv  Arnold, 
his  wife  and  three  children. 

Mr.  McCulloch  served  many  years  on  the  local 
school  board  and  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
a  centralized  unit.  A  small  community  centre  with 
a  curling  rink  and  hall  was  built  on  a  five  acre 
plot  of  land  donated  by  the  family.  A  central 
school  was  built  on  an  adjoining  five  acres.  The 
Master  Farmer  has  also  served  on  the  municipal 
council,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Didsburv 
Lions  club,  F.U.A.  Co-op  board  and  other  local 
organizations. 

Mrs.  McCulloch,  too,  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  community  affairs,  having  served  as  treasurer 
of  the  Bancroft  Women's  Institute  for  many  years. 
The  girls  have  also  held  executive  posts  on  the 
W.I.  girls'  club,  while  Arnold  is  secretary  of  the 
local  F.U.A.  group.  All  in  the  family  are  active 
members  of  the  United  Church. 


KNOW  YOUR  ALBERTA 

Unique  Two-Mile-Long  irrigation  Flume 
Has  Inverted  Syphon  to  Underpass  Trains 


The  Brooks  Aqueduct,  three  miles  east  and  south  of  the  Town  of  Brooks,  Alberta  was  built 
in  the  years  1911-14  at  a  cost  of  $700,000.  It  is  10,480  feet  or  practically  two  miles  in  length,  and 
22  feet  6  inches  inside  width  with  supporting  pillars  every  20  feet  across  the  valley,  which  range  in 
height  from  20  to  61  feet.  This  structure  is  built  of  reinforced  concrete  with  metal  expansion  joints 
every  80  feet  throughout  its  length.  A  15  foot  diameter  inverted  siphon  three  quarters  of  the 
distance  across  the  aqueduct  carries  the  water  under  the  Main  Line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way. This  method  of  crossing  is  quite  unique  in  its  design  as  no  similar  situation  has  been  seen 
anywhere  on  this  continent. 

The  capacity  of  this  large  irrigation  flume  is  over  650  cubic  feet  per  second,  carrying  water 
from  Lake  Newell  Reservoir  to  extensive  irrigated  areas  near  Patricia,  Millicent  and  Tilley.  There 
are  over  58,000  acres  of  land  being  irrigated  in  these  areas  through  the  canal  svstem  served  by  the 
Brooks  Aqueduct.  The  irrigation  period  extends  from  May  1  to  the  end  of  October  in  each  year. 

This  area  is  part  of  the  Eastern  Irrigation  District  which  is  a  farmer-owned,  farmer-operated 
cooperative.  The  District  is  one  of  the  largest  operating  irrigation  systems  in  Canada  with 
1,400  farmer  water  users  irrigating  approximately  200,000  acres  of  highly  productive  land.  There 
are  no  irrigation  districts  on  this  continent  being  operated  under  one  management  similar  to  the 
Eastern  Irrigation  District  for  size  or  miles  of  distributary  and  drainage  system.  The  whole  acreage 
of  dry  and  irrigable  land  comprising  the  District  is  1,250,000  acres. 

This  District  produces  mostly  hay  and  feed  grains  for  the  great  number  of  livestock  which  are 
raised  by  local  ranchers  and  farmers.  Other  major  crops  are  wheat,  flax,  peas,  small  seeds  and 
potatoes. 


Coming  Events 


Nov. 

2-  8 

National  Farm  Union  Week....  

 Alberta 

Nov. 

3-  4 

Insurance  Agents'  Association  of  Alta  

 Calgary 

Nov. 

5-  7 

Alberta  School  Trustees'  Association  

 Edmonton 

Nov. 

12-13 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta...  . 

Calgary 

Nov. 

12-13 

Alberta  Auto  Dealers'  Association 

Calgary 

Nov. 

17-18 

Canadian  Electrical  Association 

Calgary 

Nov. 

18-21 

Alta.  Assoc.  of  Municipal  Districts  

Edmonton 

Nov. 

24- 

Dec.  6 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool  

Calgary 

Nov. 

21-22 

Alberta  Chiropractic  Association 

Edmonton 

Nov. 

27-29 

Civil  Service  Association  of  Alberta  

 Edmonton 

Dec. 

8-12 

Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta  

Edmonton 

one  year. 


